Impact analysis: a method for evaluating the impact of factors in clinical renal transplantation.
Impact analysis, showing the proportion of patients in each category, is useful in providing a rapid visualization of the current renal transplant situation. It provides a 2-dimensional view of the number of cases and the success rates of each category. From the graphs, one can readily see the impact of changing policies upon overall results. Efforts to reduce cold ischemia time and increase zero HLA-A, -B, -DR mismatched transplants would have a significant impact. Clearly, the greatest adverse impact factor in cadaver kidney transplants today is donor age: transplants from donors aged 40 and older negatively impact current overall success rates.